Four patients with Pancoast's syndrome had burning pain in the axilla and abnormal sensation in the intercostobrachial nerve territory. The intercostobrachial nerve is the first component of the brachial plexus to be invaded by lung tumours. (7 Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry 1993;56:1033-1034 (fig 1 right) .
In 1924 Pancoast' described a series of patients complaining of pain in the shoulder and arm and affected by apical lung tumours. In 1932 he defined a syndrome characterised by pain in the arm and shoulder, atrophy of the muscles of the upper limb, Homer's syndrome and radiological evidence of rib destruction and vertebral infiltration. Moersch (fig 1 right) . 
